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except for vague vertical layering, 
concentric with its circumference.  The 
base of the column sits on top of a fine-
grained basalt sill 3–4 m thick.  The 
top of the sill has a ropy surface and 
contacts baked and vuggy7 sandstone 
and mudstone, in places brecciated.  
The sill contains distinctly zoned amy-
gdales8 that are larger in the middle 
of the sill.

Numerous similar pipes occur 
within the sandstone, at irregular in-
tervals along strike,9 at the same level 
immediately above the sill.  They vary 
in diameter from 2–10 m and are up to 
5 m high.  The longest preserved length 

is over 4 m.4,5

These columns point to large-scale 
geological catastrophe.  When the ba-
salt lava intruded horizontally, the sand 
was still wet and unconsolidated.  The 
heat from the molten rock boiled the 
water immediately above the sill.  As 
a result the water welled up, forming a 
vertical column through the sandstone.  
The upward flowing water suspended 
the sand particles against gravity, caus-
ing the sediment to behave like a fluid.  
Naturally, the flow destroyed the layers 
of horizontal bedding.  Because of this 
behaviour, the structure has been called 

Cone-shaped sandstone column piercing a thick layer of bedded sandstone.

Photo by D
avid R

aw
lings

Fluidisation pipes: 
evidence of large-
scale watery  
catastrophe

Tas Walker

A few years ago, some geologists 
in Australia were objecting in print 
to the idea of interpreting geology in 
terms of the Bible and Noah’s Flood.1  
They argued that it was impossible to 
explain the rocks of the world within a 
6,000-year time-frame, even allowing 
for a year-long global flood.  For some 
reason they had not appreciated that 
the evidences of large-scale, watery 
catastrophe in the geological record2 
are just what we would expect from 
the global Flood of the Bible.3  Indeed, 
one vivid illustration was featured 
on the cover of the same issue of the 
magazine in which their objections 
were published.4

The cover (Figure) showed a bed-
ded sandstone formation in a remote 
part of Arnhem Land Aboriginal Re-
serve, Northern Territory, Australia.  
The sedimentary bedding varies in 
thickness from thin to medium, and is 
sub-horizontal.  Altogether the sand-
stone pictured, which is quite friable, 
is over 5 m thick.

This particular outcrop is part of 
a 340-m-thick unit called the McKay 
Sandstone within the mildly-deformed 
McArthur Basin of northern Australia.  
The unit comprises medium- to coarse-
grained sandstone together with minor 
fine-grained sandstone, granules, peb-
bles and basalt.5  It has been classified 
as Paleoproterozoic, based on interpre-
tations of U-Pb dating of zircons from 
igneous units in the area.5,6

In the picture, a large, cylindrical 
structure cuts vertically across the 
bedding of the sedimentary rock.  The 
diameter of the columnar structure is 
not constant, but varies from 1.3–1.7 
m over its length. 

Like the surrounding sedimentary 
rock, the column is composed of sand-
stone, but in this case it is unbedded, 



CEN Technical Journal 14(3) 2000 �

Perspectives

Origin of life and the 
homochirality  
problem: is  
magnetochiral  
dichroism the  
solution?

Jonathan Sarfati

A huge barrier for those desiring 
to be ‘intellectually fulfilled atheists’1 
is finding a naturalistic origin of the 
first living organisms.  Despite some 
evasion by major evolutionary propa-
gandists, this is a part of the ‘General 
Theory of Evolution’, defined by the 
evolutionist Kerkut as ‘the theory that 
all the living forms in the world have 
arisen from a single source which 
itself came from an inorganic form’.2  
Indeed, life’s alleged origin from life-
less chemicals is commonly called 
chemical or prebiotic evolution, or 
abiogenesis.  In fact, readers should 
be aware that most researchers have 
already presupposed that chemical 
evolution happened — it must have, 
because we are here (and don’t give me 
that rubbish about a Designer, because 
that is not science — regardless of 
whether the evidence supports it)!

However, because even the sim-
plest self-reproducing organisms are 
extremely complex,3 there are enor-
mous hurdles for all chemical evolu-
tionary theories to overcome.4–8

One of the major hurdles is the 
origin of homochirality, that is, all 
the vital biomolecules of life having 
the same handedness (see figure), 
e.g. proteins comprise entirely ‘left-
handed’ amino acids, while nucleic 
acids, starch, glycogen etc. contain 
sugars that are all ‘right handed’.  
Homochirality is necessary to pro-
duce the precise shapes of enzymes 
and the DNA’s double helix.  But 
ordinary chemistry always produces a 
50/50 mixture of left and right handed 
forms (enantiomers) — such a mix is 
called a racemate or racemic mixture. 
Chemists normally require pre-existing 
homochirality, usually from a biologi-

a ‘fluidisation pipe’.
It is clear that fluidisation pipes 

point to large-scale rapid geological 
processes.

First, the sedimentation rate must 
have been extremely rapid to produce 
an unconsolidated, water-filled layer 
of sand at least 5 m thick over a large 
geographic area.  There are many other 
evidences in the McKay Sandstone that 
the sedimentation rate was very high, 
including the occurrence of planar lam-
ination (even in thick-bedded units),10 
metre-scale folding of beds, and large 
dewatering structures.11  Rather than 
millions of years, the sedimentation 
rate indicates very rapid deposition.

The basalt sill also points to large-
scale rapid, catastrophe.  The complete 
thickness of the sill must have intruded 
quickly over the whole area before the 
water-logged sediments were able to 
quench and harden the magma.  A thin 
sill would have been easily quenched, 
and a slow intrusion rate would have 
allowed time for the water to start cir-
culating and cool the magma.  The en-
tire sill must have been emplaced very 
quickly before the overlying water had 
time to boil and establish the strong 
circulation that fluidised the sand.

And finally, the fluidisation pipes 
mean that sedimentation and sill em-
placement occurred together, indicat-
ing that there was virtually no time 
between the two processes.  Thus, 
fluidisation pipes are one more exam-
ple of large-scale, watery catastrophe 
in the geological record.

With such clear evidence of per-
vasive, inter-woven catastrophe, it is 
surprising that geologists do not see 
the implications.  Even though they 
carefully describe the structures and 
appreciate something of the speed 
and scale of the processes, they do not 
realise that the evidence destroys the 
concept of millions of years.  This il-
lustrates how a paradigm can constrain 
people from seeing the implications of 
what they observe.  The bigger impli-
cation, of course, is that the evidence 
is just what we would expect from the 
global Flood of the Bible. 

Biblical geology is such a refresh-
ing, stimulating, alternative.  It breaks 

open the straight-jacketed thinking 
of long-age philosophy, and it makes 
sense of the evidence.
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